
WINE

We have a wine club called Under the Radar.  We find wines before they have been rightfully 

“discovered” and make sure that our club members can try them and then order more when 

they realize the rarity, quality and forte these wines possess.  Past shipments (and keep in mind 

these go back 3 ½ years to when some of these wines were initially released) have included 

bottles from Switchback Ridge, Robert Foley, Wolf Family, Kenefick Ranch, Detert, Orin Swift 

[Mercury Head], Drinkward Peschon, DuMOL, La Sirena, Outpost, Behrens & Hitchcock, Broman, 

Lail, Paradigm and many, many more.  The total dollar amount for the wines each month is $100 

with a nominal bit extra for shipping and taxes.  If you would like more information regarding 

our club, please let us know.  We have raised the membership count to 100 people from 60 due 

to our commitment to help more people find the right wines for themselves and this is a great 

way to sample some of the best red wines Napa has to offer.  We mention a “caveat” at the 

bottom of each and every newsletter included with the monthly wines and that is “One of our 

goals with the Under the Radar Wine Club is to send wines that are small production, high 

quality, and often 1st releases.  We recommend that the wines be opened and consumed now.  If 

a particular wine appeals to your palate you can call us to order before it is sold out.  If you wait, 

chances are these small production wines have been moved into the extinct category until the 

following vintage and we know how this drives you nuts.  However, should you choose to let 

these wines gain cellar age, we recommend, as with most cabernet sauvignon and blends 

containing cab from the Napa Valley, a maximum of 5-7 years is ideal for cellaring.  Drink ‘em if 

you got ‘em.”

The wines we have chosen to discuss in this current ACMeLOG are frequently referred to as 

collectables.  One may collect a few of the expensive wines to lay down and enjoy later.  Another 

may collect many of the expensive wines to enjoy over a period of time.  Someone else, however, 

may choose to collect a bunch of inexpensive and well-made wines to enjoy over the next week, 

month or year.  It all depends on what level of collector you may be, but we are all collectors and 

to that we must celebrate immediately.

 

      please call 888.963.0440 to order.

 

2005 SELENE, SAUVIGNON BLANC, HYDE VINEYARD $29

Mia Klein, most recently with Dalla Valle, makes wine under her own label as many consultants 

do.  The grapes from the Hyde Vineyard are, no surprise, exquisite as are their relative’s in 

France-the de Villaine Family from Domaine de la Romanee Conti.  Excellence in grape growing 

and soil custodianship and an undeniable passion to create the best Mother Nature’s Earth has 

given us to work with is what Mia is all about.  If you aren’t particularly fond of world-class 

Sauvignon Blanc, please look below for Mia’s red wines.

 

2003 SELENE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $75

The fruit is from the famous Stagecoach Vineyard (Krupp Family owned) in Soda Canyon.  The 

soils are rocky and well-drained leaving a small margin for error only in the winery—and that 

won’t happen with Mia Klein as most of you know her track record with early vintages of Araujo, 

Dalla Valle and recent Bressler wines.  Her Selene Merlot which bore the Blackbird Vineyard 

designated label was sensational so none of this should be even the slightest mystery.

 

2003 CHESLER, MERITAGE, NAPA VALLEY $75

As we now know, the American word Meritage sounds like heritage, not like a French pronuncia-

tion with a soft “g”.  A similarly mispronounced word is Claret (a like term for Bordeaux blends), 

which is correctly pronounced like the word merit since it is a British word and not French.  In 

other words, no accent is necessary for either aforementioned word.  What is necessary, however, 

is to know that the blend is 70% Cab Franc from the Frediani Vineyard in Calistoga and the 

remaining 30% is Cab from the Stagecoach Vineyard.  Once again, consistency of fruit quality is 

the name of the game with Mia Klein and her luscious and serious wines with complexity to 

match.

 

2002 NICOLETTE CHRISTOPHER, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $40

Why must there be secrets in the wine industry?  Because that is what some relationships are 

built on—forget what your parents told you.  This collaboration is between a winemaker, Chris 

Demetre, and a consultant who shall not be named.  If you badger us, we still won’t tell you.  

Some of the best things in life are secrets…..as far as you know.  The most important piece of 

this puzzle is that the quality per price ratio is one of the finest we know.  We love that it is 100% 

cab from the Lincoln Ranch next to Cardinale, Stagecoach Vineyard and a small portion from a 

vineyard on Zinfandel Lane.  This Cabernet drinks like a $50-60 bottle but remains in a lower 

price category due to brilliant marketing.  Wine is a beverage and although some wines are 

priced critically high, others are within a stratosphere we can visit more often than not.  Does 

Nicolette Christopher belong in the Best Bang for Your Buck category?  Yes, indeed.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET FRANC, NAPA VALLEY $60

Sean Larkin, one of the only kings of Napa Valley Cab Franc, has talent and conviction enough to 

launch a thousand ships.  His sole wine, until he released a cab sauv just last year, was difficult to 

find.  He places his wine in the best markets and is choosy about which places carry it.  We met 

Sean while enjoying martinis at Bouchon several years ago after finishing a shift at Tra Vigne.  

Wine isn’t as thirst-quenching when you’ve tasted it all day, talked about it, decanted it, served it, 

and recycled the bottles at the end of the night.  So, martinis or manhattans really do the trick.  

Anyway, this has nothing to do with the wine.  If you like Cabernet Sauvignon, you are going to 

love this wine.  It is a cab-lover’s wine—loads of fruit, structure, and earnest goodness.  Oh yeah, 

if you are into scores—this is a wine for you, too.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2004 $60

Line-priced, this rockin’ delicious cabernet from Sean Larkin is only in its second year of exis-

tence. I guess he figured if he could master a more difficult grape (Franc) he might as well go for 

the gold!  We’re not sure he realizes just how good his wine is………..never mind, yes he does.  

But that is only because he is proud of it as well he should be.  If you don’t want to take our word 

for it—take RP’s.  We’re both “in the know”.

 

2003 HUSIC, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $108

Another 100% cabernet project, this one by Celia Masyczek.  Celia’s name is synonymous with 

quality, precision and grace.  In her portfolio present and past: D.R. Stephens, Keever, Scarecrow, 

Hollywood and Vine-2480, Staglin, Cornerstone and Rocca.  When cigar box and rich black fruit 

come wafting out of a glass of this wine, it is time to be thankful that people like Celia exist for 

our pleasure.

 

ARCHIVED ACMeLOGs ARE AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING AT http://www.acmefinewines.com

ACME Fine Wines 

1080 Fulton Lane 

Suite A 

St. Helena, CA  94574 

call us toll free 888.963.0440 

              

 

 

                                                                                                                                                      ACMeLOG January  26, 2009

                 IF YOU BUILD IT, WE WILL COME!
You’ve probably all seen the movie Field of Dreams and are familiar with the quote “If you build it, they will come”.  
In that case they are referring to a baseball field... our dream is liquid...a wine cellar.  If you build your winecellar 
we will be more than happy to help you fill it.Two years ago to the month, we launched a very special wine club 
called the Kahuna Club.  We had limited allocations of so many stellar, sought-after wines that the idea to form a 
wine club around them was exactly whatneeded to happen.  The club is very popular and a few memberships are 
available in our 36 person club.  This year, our new club idea was formed largely in part because we have many
clients who ask us for advice relating to building a great wine cellar.  The questions range from “Which wines will 
age the best?” to “How do I acquire the best bottles?” to “How long can they be cellared?”.  
Our answer to these questions?

January 2009, the Cellar Builder Club is launched.

The Cellar Builder club will be:
• 12 bottles per month [4 bottles each of 3 different labels]
• Primarily California Cabernet Sauvignon with imports included
• Always Red
• Hand selected with Aging and Quality as benchmarks
• Cellaring notes included with each shipment.  

Membership is now open, however, limited due to availability of wines.  Please let us know if you have questions
regarding the parameters as we would be happy to discuss our new program with anyone looking to build a 
stellar cellar.

RED LION, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, CALIFORNIA 2006 $19
Did you get a chance to try the Green Lion Merlot we had last summer? Same project gone Cabernet.Chris 
Ringland, Alastair Rimmer, and Douglas Danielak are kings of great winemaking and popular pricing. This wine 
over, uber, beyond, in excess of, delivers… and then some. A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Petite 
Sirah, this rich, intoxicatingly delicious wine brings home the bacon. We are so thankful to havebeen shown this 
wine---you are going to LOVE IT! Whether you are the one stashing away the inexpensive wines for your guests 
at your house so they don’t drink your “good stuff” or you are the unsuspecting guest who gets served the 
inexpensive stuff at someone else’s house, you should find a different wine for the non-connoisseurs because 
this one is “the good stuff”. It’s shocking.

SABINA VINEYARDS, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, OAKVILLE 2006 $75
This is a new project to us, to the world and to our Cellar Builder club members! Here is the lowdown:
Just released by owners David and Susan Sabin, Oakville Cabernet, David DeSante - winemaker, 100%
Cabernet, and 225 cases produced. The privileged grapes are sourced from two small vineyard sites. One
vineyard is planted on an extremely rocky mountain slope, while the other is from a 25-year old valley floor
vineyard. The blend of grapes from these two sites produces an extremely complex wine with the signature of
luscious black cherry and black currant aromas. These are the projects we so eagerly await. Beautifully focused
people finding meticulously grown fruit and a highly-skilled winemaker (Tierra Roja, DeSante, EII white wine--
Herb and Jennifer Lamb’s project) who takes it from there to us. Eureka!

ARNOT ROBERTS, SYRAH, GRIFFIN'S LAIR, SONOMA COAST 2006 $65
Meet Duncan Roberts and Nathan Arnot. Barrel cooper meets winemaker and the fruits of both of their labors
make for an impressive project. Nathan has been coopering barrels at Demptos since 1979 and Duncan was the
assistant winemaker at Pax for years. There is more that goes into the greatness of their wines than these two
pieces of factual information, but what is important to note here is that their Syrah fruit, sourced from 3 different
famed vineyards, is INCREDIBLE! They believe that no new oak is necessary in the winemaking of this wine; it
would only hide the qualities that make this syrah so intense. The location to the coast offers the iron-rich soils a
windy environment yielding small berries with thick skins. What a great scenario—then add qualities like inky,
savory, saline, iodine, blackberry, smoky bacon—and you’ll be begging for a fix! 3 barrels produced. Wow!!!

BROMAN, SAUVIGNON BLANC, NAPA VALLEY 2007 $17
We cannot tell you to buy this wine, but we can suggest it pretty aggressively. This is a 265 case production,
Rutherford Sauv Blanc, citrus-driven, round mid-palate wine that shouldn’t be ignored by any lover of white wine.
This is truly lovely and elegant made exclusively for sheer pleasure. We’re pretty sure this limited vintage won’t
last long, but we’ve got some this week if you let us know you’d like some.

LA FINETRE, À COTé, CHARDONNAY, LOS ALAMOS VINEYARD,
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 2007 $30
If it’s delicious wine you are after, look no further than this email. We’ve already found a great Oakville Cab,
Sonoma Coast Syrah and Rutherford Sauv Blanc, and a show-stopper $19 Cabernet for you. Now it’s time for a
SBC Chardonnay that’ll charm your socks off. This wine has texture and subtle creaminess replete with a slight
toasty character and a tiny 70 case production which to us shows an artisan style with the focus on quality.
All these characteristics without a whopper price tag make us happy, what about you? A slam-dunk Chard, folks.
Run, don’t walk, to get some of this.

BIALLA, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $93
Craig MacLean makes this tightly allocated, 190 case production Cabernet with all the aging potential of a
world-class wine---guess this may end up in the Cellar Builder club, too! Honestly, if you’ve never had a wine
made by Craig, know this: he crafts his wines with the intention of letting all the nuances evolve in the bottle for
several years before they coalesce into what wine-lovers dream a wine can be. The complexities and layers that
are dying to get out of this bottle of wine will send you over the edge. At 1700 feet above sea level, the soils and
aspect to nature must be at a harmonious stand still when the grapes are harvested, as it truly shows in the bottle.
You can open up the wine now, but please, please, please decant it for a solid hour at the very least before you
enjoy it. You will not be sorry and what you will reap is the ability to name the wine that turned you from wine
lover to serious wine appreciator.

FAIRCHILD ESTATE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $125
When we find a wine that completely overwhelms us with intrigue, joy and astonishment, we let you know about 
it immediately. The consensus amongst our discerning Acme staff is that Fairchild Cabernet Sauvignon is one of
the best new wines to hit the market. Paul Hobbs is behind the one year old project so it really is no wonder.
Owner, Larry Fairchild, did his homework when planning to launch a wine primarily consisting of fruit from his
property located near Lake Hennessy in St. Helena. Who should farm the pristine land and who should shepherd
the project? Vineyard manager is none other than Jim Barbour whose name is associated with other projects
such as Amuse Bouche, Barbour Vineyards, Blank, Blankiet, Husic, Fleming, Keever, Grace Family,
D.R. Stephens, La Sirena, Parallel, Revana, Policy and Wolf Family. WOW!!!!! Hobbs is already known for his
stellar consulting gigs and his own Paul Hobbs labels from California and Cobos wines of Argentina. So, what is
so great about Fairchild? What isn’t?-is how we retort. Under the watchful eyes of Barbour and Hobbs, Larry
Fairchild is able to showcase his project to a select group of wine lovers as the production level hovers around
the minute 100 case figure. If finding wine that embodies perfection is something you desire, we highly, highly
recommend finding the time to let us know how much you would like of this wine. With only 100+ cases made,
the demand is surely going to exceed the supply sooner than later. Pre-orders for the March 1st release date are
being taken today. We have 6 bottle allocations available.

LAST CALL:
Kobalt "Port Style Wine" 500ml $75  (MADE BY MARK HEROLD----GOTTA TRY IT!)

UPCOMING ‘PULSE TASTINGS’

Taste wine with us at ACME FINE WINES!
Located at 1080 Fulton Lane (across from Railroad Avenue)
Friday nights from 5PM TO 7PM

January 30  Sandi Belcher, John Arns; Owners/Winemakers ARNS WINERY

February 6  Abe Schoener, Owner/Winemaker SCHOLIUM PROJECT

February 13 Suzanne Phifer-Pavitt, Proprietor DATE NIGHT

February 20 Chuck McMinn, Proprietor, and Holly Anderson, National Sales 
                     VINEYARD 29

February 27 Russell Bevan and Victoria De Crescenzo, Proprietors BEVAN CELLARS

                                                     www.acmefinewines.com



WINE

We have a wine club called Under the Radar.  We find wines before they have been rightfully 

“discovered” and make sure that our club members can try them and then order more when 

they realize the rarity, quality and forte these wines possess.  Past shipments (and keep in mind 

these go back 3 ½ years to when some of these wines were initially released) have included 

bottles from Switchback Ridge, Robert Foley, Wolf Family, Kenefick Ranch, Detert, Orin Swift 

[Mercury Head], Drinkward Peschon, DuMOL, La Sirena, Outpost, Behrens & Hitchcock, Broman, 

Lail, Paradigm and many, many more.  The total dollar amount for the wines each month is $100 

with a nominal bit extra for shipping and taxes.  If you would like more information regarding 

our club, please let us know.  We have raised the membership count to 100 people from 60 due 

to our commitment to help more people find the right wines for themselves and this is a great 

way to sample some of the best red wines Napa has to offer.  We mention a “caveat” at the 

bottom of each and every newsletter included with the monthly wines and that is “One of our 

goals with the Under the Radar Wine Club is to send wines that are small production, high 

quality, and often 1st releases.  We recommend that the wines be opened and consumed now.  If 

a particular wine appeals to your palate you can call us to order before it is sold out.  If you wait, 

chances are these small production wines have been moved into the extinct category until the 

following vintage and we know how this drives you nuts.  However, should you choose to let 

these wines gain cellar age, we recommend, as with most cabernet sauvignon and blends 

containing cab from the Napa Valley, a maximum of 5-7 years is ideal for cellaring.  Drink ‘em if 

you got ‘em.”

The wines we have chosen to discuss in this current ACMeLOG are frequently referred to as 

collectables.  One may collect a few of the expensive wines to lay down and enjoy later.  Another 

may collect many of the expensive wines to enjoy over a period of time.  Someone else, however, 

may choose to collect a bunch of inexpensive and well-made wines to enjoy over the next week, 

month or year.  It all depends on what level of collector you may be, but we are all collectors and 

to that we must celebrate immediately.

 

      please call 888.963.0440 to order.

 

2005 SELENE, SAUVIGNON BLANC, HYDE VINEYARD $29

Mia Klein, most recently with Dalla Valle, makes wine under her own label as many consultants 

do.  The grapes from the Hyde Vineyard are, no surprise, exquisite as are their relative’s in 

France-the de Villaine Family from Domaine de la Romanee Conti.  Excellence in grape growing 

and soil custodianship and an undeniable passion to create the best Mother Nature’s Earth has 

given us to work with is what Mia is all about.  If you aren’t particularly fond of world-class 

Sauvignon Blanc, please look below for Mia’s red wines.

 

2003 SELENE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $75

The fruit is from the famous Stagecoach Vineyard (Krupp Family owned) in Soda Canyon.  The 

soils are rocky and well-drained leaving a small margin for error only in the winery—and that 

won’t happen with Mia Klein as most of you know her track record with early vintages of Araujo, 

Dalla Valle and recent Bressler wines.  Her Selene Merlot which bore the Blackbird Vineyard 

designated label was sensational so none of this should be even the slightest mystery.

 

2003 CHESLER, MERITAGE, NAPA VALLEY $75

As we now know, the American word Meritage sounds like heritage, not like a French pronuncia-

tion with a soft “g”.  A similarly mispronounced word is Claret (a like term for Bordeaux blends), 

which is correctly pronounced like the word merit since it is a British word and not French.  In 

other words, no accent is necessary for either aforementioned word.  What is necessary, however, 

is to know that the blend is 70% Cab Franc from the Frediani Vineyard in Calistoga and the 

remaining 30% is Cab from the Stagecoach Vineyard.  Once again, consistency of fruit quality is 

the name of the game with Mia Klein and her luscious and serious wines with complexity to 

match.

 

2002 NICOLETTE CHRISTOPHER, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $40

Why must there be secrets in the wine industry?  Because that is what some relationships are 

built on—forget what your parents told you.  This collaboration is between a winemaker, Chris 

Demetre, and a consultant who shall not be named.  If you badger us, we still won’t tell you.  

Some of the best things in life are secrets…..as far as you know.  The most important piece of 

this puzzle is that the quality per price ratio is one of the finest we know.  We love that it is 100% 

cab from the Lincoln Ranch next to Cardinale, Stagecoach Vineyard and a small portion from a 

vineyard on Zinfandel Lane.  This Cabernet drinks like a $50-60 bottle but remains in a lower 

price category due to brilliant marketing.  Wine is a beverage and although some wines are 

priced critically high, others are within a stratosphere we can visit more often than not.  Does 

Nicolette Christopher belong in the Best Bang for Your Buck category?  Yes, indeed.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET FRANC, NAPA VALLEY $60

Sean Larkin, one of the only kings of Napa Valley Cab Franc, has talent and conviction enough to 

launch a thousand ships.  His sole wine, until he released a cab sauv just last year, was difficult to 

find.  He places his wine in the best markets and is choosy about which places carry it.  We met 

Sean while enjoying martinis at Bouchon several years ago after finishing a shift at Tra Vigne.  

Wine isn’t as thirst-quenching when you’ve tasted it all day, talked about it, decanted it, served it, 

and recycled the bottles at the end of the night.  So, martinis or manhattans really do the trick.  

Anyway, this has nothing to do with the wine.  If you like Cabernet Sauvignon, you are going to 

love this wine.  It is a cab-lover’s wine—loads of fruit, structure, and earnest goodness.  Oh yeah, 

if you are into scores—this is a wine for you, too.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2004 $60

Line-priced, this rockin’ delicious cabernet from Sean Larkin is only in its second year of exis-

tence. I guess he figured if he could master a more difficult grape (Franc) he might as well go for 

the gold!  We’re not sure he realizes just how good his wine is………..never mind, yes he does.  

But that is only because he is proud of it as well he should be.  If you don’t want to take our word 

for it—take RP’s.  We’re both “in the know”.

 

2003 HUSIC, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $108

Another 100% cabernet project, this one by Celia Masyczek.  Celia’s name is synonymous with 

quality, precision and grace.  In her portfolio present and past: D.R. Stephens, Keever, Scarecrow, 

Hollywood and Vine-2480, Staglin, Cornerstone and Rocca.  When cigar box and rich black fruit 

come wafting out of a glass of this wine, it is time to be thankful that people like Celia exist for 

our pleasure.

 

ARCHIVED ACMeLOGs ARE AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING AT http://www.acmefinewines.com

ACME Fine Wines 

1080 Fulton Lane 

Suite A 

St. Helena, CA  94574 

call us toll free 888.963.0440 

              

 

 

                                                                                                                                                      ACMeLOG January  26, 2009

                 IF YOU BUILD IT, WE WILL COME!
You’ve probably all seen the movie Field of Dreams and are familiar with the quote “If you build it, they will come”.  
In that case they are referring to a baseball field... our dream is liquid...a wine cellar.  If you build your winecellar 
we will be more than happy to help you fill it.Two years ago to the month, we launched a very special wine club 
called the Kahuna Club.  We had limited allocations of so many stellar, sought-after wines that the idea to form a 
wine club around them was exactly whatneeded to happen.  The club is very popular and a few memberships are 
available in our 36 person club.  This year, our new club idea was formed largely in part because we have many
clients who ask us for advice relating to building a great wine cellar.  The questions range from “Which wines will 
age the best?” to “How do I acquire the best bottles?” to “How long can they be cellared?”.  
Our answer to these questions?

January 2009, the Cellar Builder Club is launched.

The Cellar Builder club will be:
• 12 bottles per month [4 bottles each of 3 different labels]
• Primarily California Cabernet Sauvignon with imports included
• Always Red
• Hand selected with Aging and Quality as benchmarks
• Cellaring notes included with each shipment.  

Membership is now open, however, limited due to availability of wines.  Please let us know if you have questions
regarding the parameters as we would be happy to discuss our new program with anyone looking to build a 
stellar cellar.

RED LION, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, CALIFORNIA 2006 $19
Did you get a chance to try the Green Lion Merlot we had last summer? Same project gone Cabernet.Chris 
Ringland, Alastair Rimmer, and Douglas Danielak are kings of great winemaking and popular pricing. This wine 
over, uber, beyond, in excess of, delivers… and then some. A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Petite 
Sirah, this rich, intoxicatingly delicious wine brings home the bacon. We are so thankful to havebeen shown this 
wine---you are going to LOVE IT! Whether you are the one stashing away the inexpensive wines for your guests 
at your house so they don’t drink your “good stuff” or you are the unsuspecting guest who gets served the 
inexpensive stuff at someone else’s house, you should find a different wine for the non-connoisseurs because 
this one is “the good stuff”. It’s shocking.

SABINA VINEYARDS, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, OAKVILLE 2006 $75
This is a new project to us, to the world and to our Cellar Builder club members! Here is the lowdown:
Just released by owners David and Susan Sabin, Oakville Cabernet, David DeSante - winemaker, 100%
Cabernet, and 225 cases produced. The privileged grapes are sourced from two small vineyard sites. One
vineyard is planted on an extremely rocky mountain slope, while the other is from a 25-year old valley floor
vineyard. The blend of grapes from these two sites produces an extremely complex wine with the signature of
luscious black cherry and black currant aromas. These are the projects we so eagerly await. Beautifully focused
people finding meticulously grown fruit and a highly-skilled winemaker (Tierra Roja, DeSante, EII white wine--
Herb and Jennifer Lamb’s project) who takes it from there to us. Eureka!

ARNOT ROBERTS, SYRAH, GRIFFIN'S LAIR, SONOMA COAST 2006 $65
Meet Duncan Roberts and Nathan Arnot. Barrel cooper meets winemaker and the fruits of both of their labors
make for an impressive project. Nathan has been coopering barrels at Demptos since 1979 and Duncan was the
assistant winemaker at Pax for years. There is more that goes into the greatness of their wines than these two
pieces of factual information, but what is important to note here is that their Syrah fruit, sourced from 3 different
famed vineyards, is INCREDIBLE! They believe that no new oak is necessary in the winemaking of this wine; it
would only hide the qualities that make this syrah so intense. The location to the coast offers the iron-rich soils a
windy environment yielding small berries with thick skins. What a great scenario—then add qualities like inky,
savory, saline, iodine, blackberry, smoky bacon—and you’ll be begging for a fix! 3 barrels produced. Wow!!!

BROMAN, SAUVIGNON BLANC, NAPA VALLEY 2007 $17
We cannot tell you to buy this wine, but we can suggest it pretty aggressively. This is a 265 case production,
Rutherford Sauv Blanc, citrus-driven, round mid-palate wine that shouldn’t be ignored by any lover of white wine.
This is truly lovely and elegant made exclusively for sheer pleasure. We’re pretty sure this limited vintage won’t
last long, but we’ve got some this week if you let us know you’d like some.

LA FINETRE, À COTé, CHARDONNAY, LOS ALAMOS VINEYARD,
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 2007 $30
If it’s delicious wine you are after, look no further than this email. We’ve already found a great Oakville Cab,
Sonoma Coast Syrah and Rutherford Sauv Blanc, and a show-stopper $19 Cabernet for you. Now it’s time for a
SBC Chardonnay that’ll charm your socks off. This wine has texture and subtle creaminess replete with a slight
toasty character and a tiny 70 case production which to us shows an artisan style with the focus on quality.
All these characteristics without a whopper price tag make us happy, what about you? A slam-dunk Chard, folks.
Run, don’t walk, to get some of this.

BIALLA, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $93
Craig MacLean makes this tightly allocated, 190 case production Cabernet with all the aging potential of a
world-class wine---guess this may end up in the Cellar Builder club, too! Honestly, if you’ve never had a wine
made by Craig, know this: he crafts his wines with the intention of letting all the nuances evolve in the bottle for
several years before they coalesce into what wine-lovers dream a wine can be. The complexities and layers that
are dying to get out of this bottle of wine will send you over the edge. At 1700 feet above sea level, the soils and
aspect to nature must be at a harmonious stand still when the grapes are harvested, as it truly shows in the bottle.
You can open up the wine now, but please, please, please decant it for a solid hour at the very least before you
enjoy it. You will not be sorry and what you will reap is the ability to name the wine that turned you from wine
lover to serious wine appreciator.

FAIRCHILD ESTATE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $125
When we find a wine that completely overwhelms us with intrigue, joy and astonishment, we let you know about 
it immediately. The consensus amongst our discerning Acme staff is that Fairchild Cabernet Sauvignon is one of
the best new wines to hit the market. Paul Hobbs is behind the one year old project so it really is no wonder.
Owner, Larry Fairchild, did his homework when planning to launch a wine primarily consisting of fruit from his
property located near Lake Hennessy in St. Helena. Who should farm the pristine land and who should shepherd
the project? Vineyard manager is none other than Jim Barbour whose name is associated with other projects
such as Amuse Bouche, Barbour Vineyards, Blank, Blankiet, Husic, Fleming, Keever, Grace Family,
D.R. Stephens, La Sirena, Parallel, Revana, Policy and Wolf Family. WOW!!!!! Hobbs is already known for his
stellar consulting gigs and his own Paul Hobbs labels from California and Cobos wines of Argentina. So, what is
so great about Fairchild? What isn’t?-is how we retort. Under the watchful eyes of Barbour and Hobbs, Larry
Fairchild is able to showcase his project to a select group of wine lovers as the production level hovers around
the minute 100 case figure. If finding wine that embodies perfection is something you desire, we highly, highly
recommend finding the time to let us know how much you would like of this wine. With only 100+ cases made,
the demand is surely going to exceed the supply sooner than later. Pre-orders for the March 1st release date are
being taken today. We have 6 bottle allocations available.

LAST CALL:
Kobalt "Port Style Wine" 500ml $75  (MADE BY MARK HEROLD----GOTTA TRY IT!)

UPCOMING ‘PULSE TASTINGS’

Taste wine with us at ACME FINE WINES!
Located at 1080 Fulton Lane (across from Railroad Avenue)
Friday nights from 5PM TO 7PM

January 30  Sandi Belcher, John Arns; Owners/Winemakers ARNS WINERY

February 6  Abe Schoener, Owner/Winemaker SCHOLIUM PROJECT

February 13 Suzanne Phifer-Pavitt, Proprietor DATE NIGHT

February 20 Chuck McMinn, Proprietor, and Holly Anderson, National Sales 
                     VINEYARD 29

February 27 Russell Bevan and Victoria De Crescenzo, Proprietors BEVAN CELLARS

                                                     www.acmefinewines.com



WINE

We have a wine club called Under the Radar.  We find wines before they have been rightfully 

“discovered” and make sure that our club members can try them and then order more when 

they realize the rarity, quality and forte these wines possess.  Past shipments (and keep in mind 

these go back 3 ½ years to when some of these wines were initially released) have included 

bottles from Switchback Ridge, Robert Foley, Wolf Family, Kenefick Ranch, Detert, Orin Swift 

[Mercury Head], Drinkward Peschon, DuMOL, La Sirena, Outpost, Behrens & Hitchcock, Broman, 

Lail, Paradigm and many, many more.  The total dollar amount for the wines each month is $100 

with a nominal bit extra for shipping and taxes.  If you would like more information regarding 

our club, please let us know.  We have raised the membership count to 100 people from 60 due 

to our commitment to help more people find the right wines for themselves and this is a great 

way to sample some of the best red wines Napa has to offer.  We mention a “caveat” at the 

bottom of each and every newsletter included with the monthly wines and that is “One of our 

goals with the Under the Radar Wine Club is to send wines that are small production, high 

quality, and often 1st releases.  We recommend that the wines be opened and consumed now.  If 

a particular wine appeals to your palate you can call us to order before it is sold out.  If you wait, 

chances are these small production wines have been moved into the extinct category until the 

following vintage and we know how this drives you nuts.  However, should you choose to let 

these wines gain cellar age, we recommend, as with most cabernet sauvignon and blends 

containing cab from the Napa Valley, a maximum of 5-7 years is ideal for cellaring.  Drink ‘em if 

you got ‘em.”

The wines we have chosen to discuss in this current ACMeLOG are frequently referred to as 

collectables.  One may collect a few of the expensive wines to lay down and enjoy later.  Another 

may collect many of the expensive wines to enjoy over a period of time.  Someone else, however, 

may choose to collect a bunch of inexpensive and well-made wines to enjoy over the next week, 

month or year.  It all depends on what level of collector you may be, but we are all collectors and 

to that we must celebrate immediately.

 

      please call 888.963.0440 to order.

 

2005 SELENE, SAUVIGNON BLANC, HYDE VINEYARD $29

Mia Klein, most recently with Dalla Valle, makes wine under her own label as many consultants 

do.  The grapes from the Hyde Vineyard are, no surprise, exquisite as are their relative’s in 

France-the de Villaine Family from Domaine de la Romanee Conti.  Excellence in grape growing 

and soil custodianship and an undeniable passion to create the best Mother Nature’s Earth has 

given us to work with is what Mia is all about.  If you aren’t particularly fond of world-class 

Sauvignon Blanc, please look below for Mia’s red wines.

 

2003 SELENE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $75

The fruit is from the famous Stagecoach Vineyard (Krupp Family owned) in Soda Canyon.  The 

soils are rocky and well-drained leaving a small margin for error only in the winery—and that 

won’t happen with Mia Klein as most of you know her track record with early vintages of Araujo, 

Dalla Valle and recent Bressler wines.  Her Selene Merlot which bore the Blackbird Vineyard 

designated label was sensational so none of this should be even the slightest mystery.

 

2003 CHESLER, MERITAGE, NAPA VALLEY $75

As we now know, the American word Meritage sounds like heritage, not like a French pronuncia-

tion with a soft “g”.  A similarly mispronounced word is Claret (a like term for Bordeaux blends), 

which is correctly pronounced like the word merit since it is a British word and not French.  In 

other words, no accent is necessary for either aforementioned word.  What is necessary, however, 

is to know that the blend is 70% Cab Franc from the Frediani Vineyard in Calistoga and the 

remaining 30% is Cab from the Stagecoach Vineyard.  Once again, consistency of fruit quality is 

the name of the game with Mia Klein and her luscious and serious wines with complexity to 

match.

 

2002 NICOLETTE CHRISTOPHER, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $40

Why must there be secrets in the wine industry?  Because that is what some relationships are 

built on—forget what your parents told you.  This collaboration is between a winemaker, Chris 

Demetre, and a consultant who shall not be named.  If you badger us, we still won’t tell you.  

Some of the best things in life are secrets…..as far as you know.  The most important piece of 

this puzzle is that the quality per price ratio is one of the finest we know.  We love that it is 100% 

cab from the Lincoln Ranch next to Cardinale, Stagecoach Vineyard and a small portion from a 

vineyard on Zinfandel Lane.  This Cabernet drinks like a $50-60 bottle but remains in a lower 

price category due to brilliant marketing.  Wine is a beverage and although some wines are 

priced critically high, others are within a stratosphere we can visit more often than not.  Does 

Nicolette Christopher belong in the Best Bang for Your Buck category?  Yes, indeed.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET FRANC, NAPA VALLEY $60

Sean Larkin, one of the only kings of Napa Valley Cab Franc, has talent and conviction enough to 

launch a thousand ships.  His sole wine, until he released a cab sauv just last year, was difficult to 

find.  He places his wine in the best markets and is choosy about which places carry it.  We met 

Sean while enjoying martinis at Bouchon several years ago after finishing a shift at Tra Vigne.  

Wine isn’t as thirst-quenching when you’ve tasted it all day, talked about it, decanted it, served it, 

and recycled the bottles at the end of the night.  So, martinis or manhattans really do the trick.  

Anyway, this has nothing to do with the wine.  If you like Cabernet Sauvignon, you are going to 

love this wine.  It is a cab-lover’s wine—loads of fruit, structure, and earnest goodness.  Oh yeah, 

if you are into scores—this is a wine for you, too.

 

2004 LARKIN, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2004 $60

Line-priced, this rockin’ delicious cabernet from Sean Larkin is only in its second year of exis-

tence. I guess he figured if he could master a more difficult grape (Franc) he might as well go for 

the gold!  We’re not sure he realizes just how good his wine is………..never mind, yes he does.  

But that is only because he is proud of it as well he should be.  If you don’t want to take our word 

for it—take RP’s.  We’re both “in the know”.

 

2003 HUSIC, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY $108

Another 100% cabernet project, this one by Celia Masyczek.  Celia’s name is synonymous with 

quality, precision and grace.  In her portfolio present and past: D.R. Stephens, Keever, Scarecrow, 

Hollywood and Vine-2480, Staglin, Cornerstone and Rocca.  When cigar box and rich black fruit 

come wafting out of a glass of this wine, it is time to be thankful that people like Celia exist for 

our pleasure.
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                 IF YOU BUILD IT, WE WILL COME!
You’ve probably all seen the movie Field of Dreams and are familiar with the quote “If you build it, they will come”.  
In that case they are referring to a baseball field... our dream is liquid...a wine cellar.  If you build your winecellar 
we will be more than happy to help you fill it.Two years ago to the month, we launched a very special wine club 
called the Kahuna Club.  We had limited allocations of so many stellar, sought-after wines that the idea to form a 
wine club around them was exactly whatneeded to happen.  The club is very popular and a few memberships are 
available in our 36 person club.  This year, our new club idea was formed largely in part because we have many
clients who ask us for advice relating to building a great wine cellar.  The questions range from “Which wines will 
age the best?” to “How do I acquire the best bottles?” to “How long can they be cellared?”.  
Our answer to these questions?

January 2009, the Cellar Builder Club is launched.

The Cellar Builder club will be:
• 12 bottles per month [4 bottles each of 3 different labels]
• Primarily California Cabernet Sauvignon with imports included
• Always Red
• Hand selected with Aging and Quality as benchmarks
• Cellaring notes included with each shipment.  

Membership is now open, however, limited due to availability of wines.  Please let us know if you have questions
regarding the parameters as we would be happy to discuss our new program with anyone looking to build a 
stellar cellar.

RED LION, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, CALIFORNIA 2006 $19
Did you get a chance to try the Green Lion Merlot we had last summer? Same project gone Cabernet.Chris 
Ringland, Alastair Rimmer, and Douglas Danielak are kings of great winemaking and popular pricing. This wine 
over, uber, beyond, in excess of, delivers… and then some. A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Petite 
Sirah, this rich, intoxicatingly delicious wine brings home the bacon. We are so thankful to havebeen shown this 
wine---you are going to LOVE IT! Whether you are the one stashing away the inexpensive wines for your guests 
at your house so they don’t drink your “good stuff” or you are the unsuspecting guest who gets served the 
inexpensive stuff at someone else’s house, you should find a different wine for the non-connoisseurs because 
this one is “the good stuff”. It’s shocking.

SABINA VINEYARDS, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, OAKVILLE 2006 $75
This is a new project to us, to the world and to our Cellar Builder club members! Here is the lowdown:
Just released by owners David and Susan Sabin, Oakville Cabernet, David DeSante - winemaker, 100%
Cabernet, and 225 cases produced. The privileged grapes are sourced from two small vineyard sites. One
vineyard is planted on an extremely rocky mountain slope, while the other is from a 25-year old valley floor
vineyard. The blend of grapes from these two sites produces an extremely complex wine with the signature of
luscious black cherry and black currant aromas. These are the projects we so eagerly await. Beautifully focused
people finding meticulously grown fruit and a highly-skilled winemaker (Tierra Roja, DeSante, EII white wine--
Herb and Jennifer Lamb’s project) who takes it from there to us. Eureka!

ARNOT ROBERTS, SYRAH, GRIFFIN'S LAIR, SONOMA COAST 2006 $65
Meet Duncan Roberts and Nathan Arnot. Barrel cooper meets winemaker and the fruits of both of their labors
make for an impressive project. Nathan has been coopering barrels at Demptos since 1979 and Duncan was the
assistant winemaker at Pax for years. There is more that goes into the greatness of their wines than these two
pieces of factual information, but what is important to note here is that their Syrah fruit, sourced from 3 different
famed vineyards, is INCREDIBLE! They believe that no new oak is necessary in the winemaking of this wine; it
would only hide the qualities that make this syrah so intense. The location to the coast offers the iron-rich soils a
windy environment yielding small berries with thick skins. What a great scenario—then add qualities like inky,
savory, saline, iodine, blackberry, smoky bacon—and you’ll be begging for a fix! 3 barrels produced. Wow!!!

BROMAN, SAUVIGNON BLANC, NAPA VALLEY 2007 $17
We cannot tell you to buy this wine, but we can suggest it pretty aggressively. This is a 265 case production,
Rutherford Sauv Blanc, citrus-driven, round mid-palate wine that shouldn’t be ignored by any lover of white wine.
This is truly lovely and elegant made exclusively for sheer pleasure. We’re pretty sure this limited vintage won’t
last long, but we’ve got some this week if you let us know you’d like some.

LA FINETRE, À COTé, CHARDONNAY, LOS ALAMOS VINEYARD,
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 2007 $30
If it’s delicious wine you are after, look no further than this email. We’ve already found a great Oakville Cab,
Sonoma Coast Syrah and Rutherford Sauv Blanc, and a show-stopper $19 Cabernet for you. Now it’s time for a
SBC Chardonnay that’ll charm your socks off. This wine has texture and subtle creaminess replete with a slight
toasty character and a tiny 70 case production which to us shows an artisan style with the focus on quality.
All these characteristics without a whopper price tag make us happy, what about you? A slam-dunk Chard, folks.
Run, don’t walk, to get some of this.

BIALLA, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $93
Craig MacLean makes this tightly allocated, 190 case production Cabernet with all the aging potential of a
world-class wine---guess this may end up in the Cellar Builder club, too! Honestly, if you’ve never had a wine
made by Craig, know this: he crafts his wines with the intention of letting all the nuances evolve in the bottle for
several years before they coalesce into what wine-lovers dream a wine can be. The complexities and layers that
are dying to get out of this bottle of wine will send you over the edge. At 1700 feet above sea level, the soils and
aspect to nature must be at a harmonious stand still when the grapes are harvested, as it truly shows in the bottle.
You can open up the wine now, but please, please, please decant it for a solid hour at the very least before you
enjoy it. You will not be sorry and what you will reap is the ability to name the wine that turned you from wine
lover to serious wine appreciator.

FAIRCHILD ESTATE, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2006 $125
When we find a wine that completely overwhelms us with intrigue, joy and astonishment, we let you know about 
it immediately. The consensus amongst our discerning Acme staff is that Fairchild Cabernet Sauvignon is one of
the best new wines to hit the market. Paul Hobbs is behind the one year old project so it really is no wonder.
Owner, Larry Fairchild, did his homework when planning to launch a wine primarily consisting of fruit from his
property located near Lake Hennessy in St. Helena. Who should farm the pristine land and who should shepherd
the project? Vineyard manager is none other than Jim Barbour whose name is associated with other projects
such as Amuse Bouche, Barbour Vineyards, Blank, Blankiet, Husic, Fleming, Keever, Grace Family,
D.R. Stephens, La Sirena, Parallel, Revana, Policy and Wolf Family. WOW!!!!! Hobbs is already known for his
stellar consulting gigs and his own Paul Hobbs labels from California and Cobos wines of Argentina. So, what is
so great about Fairchild? What isn’t?-is how we retort. Under the watchful eyes of Barbour and Hobbs, Larry
Fairchild is able to showcase his project to a select group of wine lovers as the production level hovers around
the minute 100 case figure. If finding wine that embodies perfection is something you desire, we highly, highly
recommend finding the time to let us know how much you would like of this wine. With only 100+ cases made,
the demand is surely going to exceed the supply sooner than later. Pre-orders for the March 1st release date are
being taken today. We have 6 bottle allocations available.

LAST CALL:
Kobalt "Port Style Wine" 500ml $75  (MADE BY MARK HEROLD----GOTTA TRY IT!)

UPCOMING ‘PULSE TASTINGS’

Taste wine with us at ACME FINE WINES!
Located at 1080 Fulton Lane (across from Railroad Avenue)
Friday nights from 5PM TO 7PM

January 30  Sandi Belcher, John Arns; Owners/Winemakers ARNS WINERY

February 6  Abe Schoener, Owner/Winemaker SCHOLIUM PROJECT

February 13 Suzanne Phifer-Pavitt, Proprietor DATE NIGHT

February 20 Chuck McMinn, Proprietor, and Holly Anderson, National Sales 
                     VINEYARD 29

February 27 Russell Bevan and Victoria De Crescenzo, Proprietors BEVAN CELLARS

                                                     www.acmefinewines.com


