Every so often, we find a wine that stands alone.  We feel fortunate to be on the Happens-more-often-than-not end of that spectrum than the Sure-wish-it happened-more-often-than-not end.
For about 2 years now, we’ve been sworn to secrecy regarding a new label.  We’ve been in similar situations with other new wine projects where they were either not yet released  or some finishing touches had yet to be applied, but only a couple were as special as this.  Hourglass and Hourglass Blueline Vineyard, Papillon, Blank and Scarecrow come to mind.

We had several clandestine meetings to talk about how this new wine would be branded including what it would be called, how it would be marketed, and how best the information could be shared with the right people who would appreciate it for all its unknown beauty.  After all, nobody knows it exists.  How can something be so great if there isn’t any hype, any background info, or any scores????   A project this special required the sharing of some previously concealed information to be, shall we say, leaked?  The wine in bottle will surely speak for itself, but what can be told about the project to establish its rock solid place in this ever-raising bar of excellence we call Cabernet Country?  Names.  Dropping names.  That is what is going to catapult this wine into position quicker than it can get distributed, one bottle per house-hold for you to try it.
Take the name Rob Lawson for starters.  His name has been associated with the best of the Valley’s winemakers, such as Heidi Barrett, Helen Turley, and Paul Hobbs, since his days as CEO of Napa Wine Company, one of the most highly respected custom crush facilities.  Then take the name Rick Mirer and the words Notre Dame and NFL.  Rick Mirer and his wife Stephanie’s love for wine brought them to the Napa Valley.  Fast forward to Rick meeting Jeff Smith from Hourglass after having been introduced to his wine years ago while we were running the wine program at Tra Vigne and the ground work to a new life in the Napa Valley had been laid.

With Jeff and Rob being close friends for years and Rick and Stephanie’s desire to one day be involved with a winery, Jeff made the introduction of top-notch winemaker to potential winery owners and stepped away to let them enjoy the ride.  What was conceived was a project built on years of experience in the high quality, Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon arena that we don’t have to wonder if the quality is there.  Although the fruit sources are still top secret, we can assure you they are not from Jeff’s property otherwise all of you would be wondering why your Hourglass allocations fell well below attractive figures in 2005!
The attributes most apparent to us are the beautiful displays of terroir from two very different appellations.  St. Helena offers a mineral component that equates to longevity and Oakville offers that chocolate, mocha, touch of mint so ever-present in the great wines of that appellation.  Together, they harmoniously meld together to form a rich, well-balanced wine marked by obvious hand-crafted, expert winemaking.
Now gracing our display shelf at ACME Fine Wines and available today, the inaugural release of:

MIRROR, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 2005 $75   (Case discount applies)
